FINAL HIGHLIGHTS FROM

14TH WASHINGTON JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

DECEMBER 4 - 14, 2003
10-day Festival in six venues – Aaron and Cecile Goldman Theater; Goethe-Institut Washington; The National Gallery of Art - East Wing; AFI Silver Theater; The Avalon Theatre; United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

Attendance of more than 6,000 
40 features, documentaries & shorts representing 14 countries: Argentina, Australia, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Israel, Luxemburg, Poland, South Africa, Sweden,

Switzerland, USA.

Audience Awards

Best Feature – Perlasca: The Courage of A Just Man
(Director: Alberto Negrin, Italy)


Best Documentary – Paper Clips



(Directors: Elliot Berlin and Joe Fab, USA)

Special Guests

Elliot Berlin (Director; USA) Paper Clips

Yael Biron (Producer; USA) James’ Journey to Jerusalem 

Mel Bucklin (Director/Producer; USA) An Exceedingly Dangerous Woman: 

The Radical Life of Emma Goldman

Karen Cantor  (Director; USA) The Danish Solution: Rescue of the Jews in Denmark

Joe Fab (Writer/Director; USA) Paper Clips

Bernd Fischer (Director; Germany) From Dachau With Love 

Pearl Gluck (Director; USA) Divan

Robert Johnson (Producer; USA) Paper Clips
Camilla Kjaerulff  (Director; Denmark) The Danish Solution: Rescue of the Jews in Denmark

Beth Toni Kruvant (Director; USA) Born in Buenos Aires
Marceline Loridan-Ivens (Writer/Director; France) Birch Tree Meadow 

Ari Pinchot (Producer; USA) Paper Clips

Robert Podgursky (Director; USA) Saved By Deportation
Allan Rich (Actor; USA) The Burial Society

Adam Samuel Vardy (Director; Israel/USA) Mendy

David Vinik (Director; USA) Moving Heaven and Earth
Debra Gonsher Vinik (Director; USA) Moving Heaven and Earth
David Vyorst (Director; USA) The First Basket

Suzanne Wasserman (Director; USA) Thunder in Guyana

Howard Weinberg (Director; USA) Sid At 90

Guest Speakers 

His Excellency, José Bordon, Ambassador, The Embassy of Argentina

Roland Celette, Attache Culturel, Embassy of France

Marcelo Cima, Cultural Section Minister, Embassy of Argentina

Eddie Cockrell, Film Reviewer, Variety

Anne Delaney, Cultural Attache, The Canadian Embassy

Sandi Simcha DuBowski, Director/Producer, Trembling Before G-d

His Excellency, Ulrik A. Federspiel, Ambassador, The Royal Danish Embassy 
Claudio Grossman, Dean of American University’s Washington College of 

Law and IAHCR observer of the AMIA Trial

Aviva Kempner, Producer, Partisans of Vilna; Director, The Life and Times of Hank 

Greenberg and Today I Vote For My Joey

Bernardo Kliksberg, Inter-American Development Bank

Leon A. Levin, MD, Past-Present, Baltimore-Washington Society for Psychoanalysis and 

Board Member, The Forum for the Psychoanalytic Study of Film

His Excellency, Jean-David Levitte, Ambassador, Embassy of France

Orit Naor, Director, Cultural Affairs, Embassy of Israel

Anna Niewiadomska, Cultural Counsellor, Embassy of the Republic of Poland

Kojo Nnamdi, Host of NPR’s “Kojo Nnamdi Show”

Peggy Parsons, Curator of Film Programs, The National Gallery of Art

Professor Jeff Peck, American Institute for Contemporary German Studies

Dr. Ermina Scarcella, President, The Washington Society for Jungian Psychology

Fred Small, Folk Singer

Heribert Uschtrin, Director, Goethe-Institut Washington

His Excellency, Sergio Vento, Ambassador, Embassy of Italy

Peter Wahlqvist, Cultural Counsellor, Embassy of Sweden

David Weinstein, Senior Program Officer, National Endowment for the Humanities

Special Festival Related Events/Programs 

An Embassy Reception of hors d’oeuvres, Sangria and Tango took place at the Embassy of 


Argentina, following the sold-out screening of the DC Premiere of the Opening Night Film, 


Samy y Yo at the DCJCC.

Wine reception followed the sold-out screening of the DC Premiere of the Closing Night Film, 


Birch Tree Meadow, with special guest French Writer/Director Marceline Loridan-Ivens


in attendance.

Panel Discussion -- “The Past, Present and Future of the Jewish Community of Argentina” -- with 


filmmaker, Ambassador, historians and scholars.

“Works-in-Progress:  Focus on Local Filmmakers” – Filmmakers David Vyorst (The First Basket)


and Robert Podgursky (Saved By Deportation) presented clips from their films in progress.

Special Premiere screening of The Danish Solution: Rescue of The Jews in Denmark attracted nearly 


600 audience members.  His Excellency, Ulrik A. Federspiel, The Ambassador of The Royal 


Danish Embassy welcomed Directors Karen Cantor and Camilla Kjaerulff, and the 


audience. Folk singer Fred Small sang a special song in honor of the Danish Rescue.

World Premiere screening of An Exceedingly Dangerous Woman: The Radical Life of Emma 


Goldman was a sold-out screening and reception, sponsored by the Jewish Fund for Justice, 


Jews United for Justice and DC Labor Film Festival.

Jewish Women International hosted a reception in honor of Pearl Gluck and her screening of Divan.

Trembling Before G-d DVD-Release Party was hosted by Heeb Magazine, Reel Affirmations 


and Bet Mishpachah, Washington, DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of 


Sexual and Gender Identities.

Dinner and A Movie: “ 20-something’s “Dinner at 8” at the WJFF” -- a progressive dinner for young 


Jewish professionals at Savino’s Lounge, followed by the screening of Bit By Bit at the 


DCJCC.

Special shorts program – Moments: Israel 2002 – included 17 films from 17 different Israeli and 


Palestinian directors describing life in Israel today.
MEDIA COVERAGE

Newspapers

Baltimore Jewish Times 

The Current

El Tiempo Latino

The Forward 

The Georgetowner

Metro Weekly

Montgomery Gazette

The New York Times

The Washington Blade

Washington City Paper 

The Washington Diplomat 

Washington Hispanic Newspaper

Washington Jewish Week 

The Washington Post 
The Washington Times 
Magazines/Additional Print Sources/Newsletters – online and print

Ansalatina.com – Portaal Latino Americano de la Agencia ANSA

Beit Shemesh-Adulam – South Africa-Washington DC Partnership 2000

Bet Mishpachah: The Gay and Lesbian Synagogue of Washington, DC

Center in the City

DC Independent Film Festival Monthly Newsletter 

Digital City.com

RSA Overseas – TALK.011.COM – The south African Portal

“Storyboard”

Washingtonian

WETA on line 

Women in Film & Video Newsletter

WUSA News Channel 9 on line

Yiddish of Greater Washington

Television

CNN Headline News - Comcast stations - interview

WDCA UPN 20 – Community Calendar
WETA – Around Town

WUSA-TV News Channel 9 – Morning News interview

Radio

MIX 107.3

NPR

Radio America

Viva 900

VOA

WAMU

WASH 97.1

WBIG – 100.3 FM
WPFW 89.3 FM – World Music with Von Martin

WTOP

WUST-1120 AM - interview

Web site: www.wjff.org

Exceeded last year’s number of hits, including the number of new visitors to the site.

Embassy/Cultural Institutions – Newsletters/Mailings/Websites

All Generations

Alliance Francaise de Washington DC

American Film Institute

The Baltimore-Washington Child Survivors of the Holocaust

Bet Mishpachah, Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of 

Sexual and Gender Identities

The Canadian Embassy

DCJCC Adult Programs

DC Labor Film Festival

Embassy of Argentina

Embassy of Australia

Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany

Embassy of Finland

Embassy of France

Embassy of Hungary

Embassy of Ireland

Embassy of Israel

Embassy of Italy

Embassy of Luxemburg

Embassy of the Republic of Poland

Embassy of Sweden

Embassy of Switzerland

Forum for the Psychoanalytic Study of Film
The Generation After

Georgetown University’s Center for German and European Studies

Goethe-Institut Washington

Istituto Italiano di Cultura

Jewish Holocaust Survivors and Friends of Greater Washington

Jewish Fund for Justice

The Jewish Labor Committee

Jews United for Justice

The National Gallery of Art

New Israel Fund

NIJL (National Institute for Jewish Leadership)

The Royal Danish Embassy Washington, DC

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

Washington Jewish Women's Project

Washington Society for Jungian Psychology

Women in Film and Video

Yiddish of Greater Washington
Other Promotional Resources

115,000 festival brochures were inserted into The Washington Post Weekend circular section


(delivered to most DC and MD zip codes). An additional 10,000 brochures were distributed 


to Festival venues, book shops, cafes, libraries, etc. in the DC Metro area.

Additional 13,000 copies were inserted into all copies (delivered, dropped, etc.) in


The Washington Jewish Week

Comcast local edition five-minute spot that airs on CNN Headline News

20,000 Save-the-Date postcards (Go Cards) printed -- mailed and distributed around


Dupont Circle and Upper Northwest area coffee shops, bookstores, etc.

